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in her husband's graceful phrase, but in fact. With the unvarying
sweetness of her nature she cherished no illusions about the
reason for the honour bestowed on her. She admitted that it
recognised Dizzy's services to the country and not hers, and still
she felt very proud of a large "B" and the coronet of a Viscountess
on her notepapen

Otherwise life took on a certain tinge of sadness, because the
ranks of those whom they knew were thinning,   Jem died in
1868, leaving Disraeli five thousand pounds.   Lord Derby died
in the autumn of 1869.   Their association had lasted for twenty
years, and it is doubtful whether any other man but Disraeli
could have preserved it unbroken by any clashes of temperament,
Mary Anne and her Dizzy were getting very old people now,
and the disabilities of ape continued to inconvenience them more
and more,   Mary Anne's last really great party was the one she
had given in i H68 to celebrate Dizzy's accession to the premier-
ship, -when Stanley lent her the rooms of the Foreign Office for
the occasion.   In 1X70 Disraeli himself was ill and complained
that he had not felt well during the whole year.   By 1871 he
had recovered sufficiently to attack Gladstone so vigorously that
Gladstone turned white with passion.   It may have been the
strain of literary composition that made Disraeli ill in 1870,
because in the previous year, at the age of sixty-five, he had
begun to write a novcl> Lttkmr.

It has been said that he wrote Lothair to amuse Mary Anne
because of her failing health, and was accustomed to read it to
her as it progressed. In any case she would have been deeply
interested because she called all his books her children, and one
of such children had not been born for a great many years.
Besides, the dedication to Sybil linked her forever with his
writings-
It was all very political like the other novels, and Lothair
became torn between three lovely ladies, Clare, Theodora, and
Corisande, Disraeli was ever juicy as to the names of his
characters, but Mary Anne, simply baptised, no doubt adored
them.

Longmans published Lothair and it was the most successful
of Mary Anne's fictional children. It sold in many thousands
and quantities of .editions, for everyone* both fashionable and
unfashionable, wanted to read it* It also enjoyed widespread
popularity in the United States of America. As is invariably
the case when an established writer produces a best-seller,
Lrthair stimulated the sales of Disraeli's previous novels.